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El Salvador: Implementation Of Peace Accords &amp;
Related Events
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, May 22, 1992
May 13: A spokesperson for the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) told reporters
that the FMLN had submitted a plan for reintegrating former rebel combatants into civilian
life to President Alfredo Cristiani. The plan calls for a transitional subsistence fund, new urban
and rural housing programs, conditions for financing small- and medium- scale businesses. Of
the latter, 80% are farms or agro- industry activities. The spokesperson said that for the FMLN,
resolution of current disputes over land tenure is a precondition for subsequent development of
agricultural enterprises. Consequently, negotiations on land tenure issues and reincorporation of
rebel combatants must take place simultaneously in order for the rebels to begin disarmament.
[Under the peace agreement timetable, on May 1 the government should have commenced transfer
of land ownership titles to former rebel and army combatants to government-owned property slated
for redistribution.] The independent Salvadoran Human Rights Commission (CDHES) rejected
nomination of Benjamin Castoni as director of the National Civilian Police (Policia Nacional Civil).
Castoni, currently head of the government human rights commission, is reportedly President
Alfredo Cristiani's favorite for the position. CDHES director Reinaldo Blanco said the PNC director
should be "an independent, irreproachable person" without links to the government or any political
party. According to CDHES, Castoni "has participated in and supported" government repression
against Salvadorans. Blanco added that the CDHES will mount a national and international
campaign against Castoni if President Cristiani nominates him for the PNC post. May 14: The armed
forces press office (COPREFA) reported that Sgt. Jose Luis Burgos was killed when 15 unidentified
individuals opened fire on an army vehicle near Tonacatepeque, located 20 km. north of the
capital. Next, COPREFA reported that Lt. Jose Roberto Escobar was shot and seriously wounded
when unidentified assailants ambushed his vehicle in a residential area of the capital. May 16: In
a communique, a new rightist organization, the "Free El Salvador Civic Movement," urged the
National Private Enterprise Association (ANEP) to continue boycotting the economic and social
concertacion forum and to "insist on absolute respect for private property. [The forum was convened
May 11 by the Peace Commission (COPAZ).] May 18: President Cristiani told reporters that the
first stage of the government's national reconstruction program would include a US$294 million
highway construction and repair project. He said 1,500 km. of roadways throughout the country
would be repaired. Financing derives from the Inter-American Development Bank (IDB), the US
Agency for International Development (AID) and the Central American Economic Integration Bank
(BCIE). Next, Cristiani said that recruitment for members of the Civil National Police (PNC) would
commence May 21. He added that the PNC academic council plans to distribute 4,000 admission
application forms. Training is scheduled to begin in July, and the first PNC units are to be posted in
January 1993. Finally, the president asserted that disagreements between the government and the
FMLN during the first 100 days following the cease-fire were the result of "loose interpretations"
of the peace accords. May 19: At a press conference, Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front
(FMLN) leaders Shafick Handal and Joaquin Villalobos said FMLN member Vladimir Flores was
ambushed by unidentified assailants near Ayutuxtepeque, north of the capital. Flores, a bodyguard
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for FMLN leaders, was repeatedly shot. Handal said Flores' attackers were clearly connected with
the military. He added that the assault appears to be the latest in a series of actions orchestrated by
people opposed to the peace process. Villalobos characterized the incident as the "most serious and
dangerous event" since implementation of the cease-fire on Feb. 1. According to Villalobos, Flores
was a well-known rebel combatant who had participated during the war in major rebel operations
carried out in San Salvador. He added, "Flores was certainly known by military intelligence. The
attackers knew full well who it was they were shooting at." Next, Villalobos said, "It makes no sense
for us to continue talking about land problems, reintegration of combatants and other points [of
the accords] if we are going to enter into a dirty war." He added that under the circumstances, the
rebels plan to suspend disarmament activities. The ad hoc commission charged with evaluating
and purging human rights offenders from the ranks of the armed forces formally commenced
operations. The three commission members Reynaldo Galindo Pohl, Eduardo Molina and Abraham
Rodriguez were selected by former UN secretary general Javier Perez de Cuellar. Participating in
the commission's deliberations, but not investigations, are Gens. Eugenio Vides Casanova and
Humberto Larios, who were appointed by President Cristiani. Both generals are former defense
ministers. In a communique, the Free El Salvador Civic Movement asserted that the social and
economic concertacion forum was a ploy to bring an "end to the free market and to democratic
and representative government in El Salvador." May 20: COPREFA reported that investigations
into the attack on Flores had commenced. According to the statement, the motive for the attack
remains unclear. In comments to reporters, deputy defense minister Gen. Orlando Zepeda called
the FMLN's response to the attack on Flores "childish, immature and irresponsible." FMLN
commander Villalobos told reporters that the FMLN had decided to withdraw from COPAZ. He
said the FMLN would not participate in COPAZ activities until a thorough investigation into the
attack against Flores was completed, including identification and prosecution of the perpetrators.
As of Wednesday, sources at a private hospital in San Salvador said Flores' condition was listed as
"critical." (Basic data from Salpress, 05/14/92; Notimex, 05/18/92; Xinhua, 05/13/92, 05/19/92; Agence
France-Presse, 05/14/92, 05/16-19/92; Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service
EFE, 05/14/92, 05/19/92; Associated Press, 05/19/92; Spanish news service EFE, 05/20/92)
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